The Red Ball
Answer the questions in full sentences. Try to include some details from the story, including quotations.

1. What is there to tell us that the boy is troubled at the start of the story?

2. What do the boys call Bolan at the start of the story? How do you think this would make him feel?

3. Find one example of a simile or a metaphor, and explain whether you think it is effective.

4. After the boys allow him to play with them, what do they ask him? How does he react to this?

5. Give at least three details from the story which show that Bolan’s family is poor.

6. What is Bolan’s father and mother’s relationship like? Give details from the story.

7. Give an example of something Bolan’s father says to him that isn’t nice, and explain why it is an unpleasant thing to say.

8. Do you think that Bolan’s father is a good man deep down? Explain your reasons for your answer.

