POETRY GRID
Recognising these aspects of poetry helps – explaining their effect is often more important!
	WORD CHOICE

· Hyperbole / litotes

Over-exaggeration / under-exaggeration

· Oxymoron

Two words or phrases together with opposite meanings. E.g. ‘beautifully ugly’ 

· Onomatopoeia

‘Sound’ words. E.g. ‘bang’, ‘boom’, ‘splash’ etc.

· Alliteration

Recurring consonant SOUNDS (not letters) in poetry; e.g. ‘The funky pharisee’, ‘bang, boom and bust’, etc.

· Sibilance

Recurring ‘s’ sounds in poetry, e.g. ‘Citing the sand and sea and surf’
· Repetition

Of words and phrases

· Assonance

Recurring vowel SOUNDS.
	STANCE

· Bias 

· Taking one side of an argument
· Persona

The poem is written in the ‘voice’ of someone other than the poet
· Point of view

· The opinions of the poet and/or persona on a theme, issue, etc 

	IMAGERY

· Metaphors

· A comparison NOT involving ‘like or as’; e.g. ‘Mr. Taylor is a lion when annoyed!’
· Similes

· A comparison involving ‘like or as’; e.g. ‘Mr. Taylor is like a lion when annoyed!’, ‘Mr. Taylor roared as if he were a lion’. [image: image1.jpg]



	STRUCTURE

· Rhyme
· Word which sound the same, either at the end of a line, or in other places. E.g. ‘sid, slid’, ‘crazy, hazy’ etc.
· Rhythm

· The ‘music’ of the words – the way they sound often reflects something else
· Line length
· Stanza or verse form

· How is the poem broken up? What effect does it have?
· Punctuation

· Full stops, line endings, commas, colons, etc.
· Enjambement

· When a sentence or phrase is carried on into the next verse.


