Cry, The Beloved Country – CHAPTER 5 QUESTIONS
1. Why is there no indication in the first paragraph that someone is speaking? (quotation marks or dash)

2. Explore how Kumalo is shown as naïve in this chapter. Why do they want to make him seem this way.

3. How does the setting reflect the state of the South African society.
4. What kind of a character is Msimangu? What does the way he tells Kumalo about his sister tell you about Msimangu himself? Why is this character included in the story?

5. Should Msimangu have been a little less blunt?

6. How does Kumalo take the news of his sister? What does this tell you about Kumalo’s character? List some adjectives to describe him.

7. What function does the character of John Kumalo take in the novel? Think about his relationship to Kumalo.

8. Msimangu insists that ‘They must go on.’ (p.25) explore the idea of continuity in this novel? Are there any literary features which help to express the idea of continuity?
9. ‘They are things to talk about quietly and patiently.’ – Why is it important that in this novel reflection is emphasised?

10. How does Mrs Lithebe treat the Umfundisi? How do you feel about Kumalo and his situation now?

