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	GENERAL CRITERIA

	RESPONSE TO SHAKESPEARE 
	GENERAL CRITERIA
	DRAMA

	Band 1

19-20


	Candidates make cogent and critical responses to texts, in which they explore and evaluate alternative and original interpretations.

 They show flair and precision in developing ideas with reference to structure and presentation. 

Candidates make subtle and discriminating comparisons within and between texts.
	Candidates show originality of analysis and         interpretation when evaluating - 
· The play’s moral, philosophical or social        significance.
· Shakespeare’s stagecraft and appeal to            audience.
· The patterns and details of words and images.
	Band 1

41-45


	· Candidates treat texts in considerable detail and/or depth, showing imagination, originality, sophistication and confidence.

· They respond sensitively and critically to language, structure and form and use detailed reference as an integral part of their writing, to explain complex arguments.

· They provide varied and at times unusual comparisons between texts to sharpen interpretation and critical awareness.

· They integrate a knowledge and understanding of the significance of context and/or tradition. 
	· Give a critical and personal response to a play,    analysing detail and evaluating its effectiveness as drama.
· Make imaginative use of quotation and reference to explore, develop and justify analysis.

· Integrate comparison to sharpen interpretation and critical awareness.

· Integrate a knowledge and understanding of the significance of context and/or tradition.

	Band 2

17-18


	Candidates appreciate and analyse alternative interpretations, making cross references where appropriate. 

They develop their ideas and refer in detail to aspects of  language, structure and presentation, making apt and careful comparison between texts
	Candidates show analytical and interpretative skill when evaluating – 
· The play’s moral and philosophical content.

· Significant achievements within dramatic genre.

· Shakespeare’s exploitation of language for    dramatic, poetic and figurative effect.
	Band 2

36-40


	· Candidates sustain perceptive and convincing critical responses with some evidence of original thought. They show confident and wide knowledge of texts through consistent and original use of apt and detailed reference.

· They explore sensitively and critically the relationships between language, structure, form and meaning, evaluating and analyzing well-selected material.

· They analyze comparable texts in order to define alternative meanings and interpretations and to discuss style.

· They show how understanding of social, cultural, historical and/or literary influences enhances appreciation of the text.
	· Write critically about plays evaluating and analysing effectiveness and relating scenes to the play as a whole.
· Use reference to language and incident consistently to show knowledge and understanding of text.

· Use comparison to draw attention to details of     interpretation and meaning.

· Show how understanding of social, cultural, historical and/or literary influences enhances appreciation.

	Band 3 

14-16


	Candidates develop a perceptive personal response. 

There is understanding of the techniques by which meaning is conveyed and of ways in which readers may respond.

 They support their responses with detailed references to language, theme, structure and context
	Candidates show analytical skill when exploring – 
· The play’s implications, contemporary relevance and historical context.

· Characterisation, structure and theatricality.

· Shakespeare’s use of linguistic devices.
	Band 3 

31-35


	· Candidates show clear, sustained understanding of texts. They write detailed, sometimes analytical responses, beginning to express critical views. They use a wider range of reference, which they build effectively into their writing.

· They draw conclusions confidently from the writer’s use of language, structure and form and begin to interpret details of meaning.

· They explore connections between texts based on the examination of well selected material.

· They show awareness/knowledge of the influence of contemporary background on the text.
	· Begin to analyse dramatic effectiveness of sections of texts and relate these to the whole.
· Refer in detail to the writer’s use of language in  developing theme or character.
· Use comparison to draw conclusions about features of individual plays.

· Show awareness/knowledge of influence of           contemporary background on dramatic effectiveness.

	Band 4

11-13


	Candidates give personal and critical        responses to literary texts, which show      understanding of the ways in which meaning is conveyed.
They refer to aspects of language, structure and themes to support their views.
	Candidates show insight when discussing – 
· The nature of the play, its implication and relevance.

· Characters, structure and stagecraft.

· Shakespeare’s use of language
	Band 4

26-30


	· Candidates begin to develop personal and critical responses. They write coherently about texts with some extended commentary and statement of opinion. They begin to make more varied choices of relevant reference and understand methods of quoting effectively.

· They comment with some thoroughness on the use of language, structure and form and their relationship to meaning.

· They explore connections between texts and draw conclusions.

· They explain relevant aspects of context.
	· Write coherently about dramatic features, understanding the writer’s presentation of character and theme.
· Understand dramatic effectiveness of language and relate examples of language and relate examples of language, structure and form to meaning.

· Compare aspects of plays such as comedy and tragedy and use a range of quotation and reference to sustain views.

· Explain the more obvious contemporary conventions and how they influence understanding.


